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LUKE xvi Ver. 9. 


Make to your ſelves friends of the Mammon of 
unrighteouſneſs, that when ye fail, they may re- 
ceive you into everlaſting Habitations. 


HE Rule here given by our Bleſſed Saviour, 
is grounded upon the Parable of the Unjuit 
Stewara; Who, finding that he muſt be put 
* out cf his Stewaraſhip, improved the ſhort 
Seaſon, which was (till in his Hands, to the utmoſt Ad- 
vantage. He had all along been as far removed from 
Conſideration, as from Integrity: But when his Un- 
iaithlulnels was detected, and he plainly ſaw that 
the Abuſe of his Privileges muſt be puniſhed with 
the Loſs of them; this ſurpriſing Turn puts him upon 
projecting ſome means or other, of ſheltring himſelf from 
that Storm, which was ready to fall upon him. | 
Indeed, the Practices wherein he laid the Foundations 
of a Sanctuary for himſelf, were as Indirect and Un- 
lawſul, as thoſe, whereby a Sanctuary became Neceſſa- 
ry tor him. His Injuſtice expoſed him to Calamities, 


and he made that the Inſtrument of his Comfort too: 


He had defrauded his Lord, and was therefore to be 
abandon'd ; and he combined with his Lord's Debtors 
n new Inſtances of Fraud, to prevent his own Ruin, 
His Injuſtice was inexcuſable, and ought to be deteſted; 
but his Wiſdom was Commendable and Exemplary : 
And tis that alone, which is Commended in the Parable. 

| | * A 


— — 


A SPITTAL-SERMON. 


nn 


A Mans Good Qualities, do juſtly challenge Eſteem 


and Imitation, notwithſtanding that ſome other Quali- 
ties in him, may poſſibly be of a very different kind, and 
ſhould affect us in a very different manner. And there. 


fore our Bleſſed Saviour takes Occaſion, from the Cauti. 


ous and Prudent Meaſures, even of an Ujuſt Steward, to 
recommend that Prudence, which is exerciſed in making 
Proviſion for Futurity. And he brings down that Ge- 
neral Scope of the Parable, to a ſingle Poiat, in the 
Words of the Text; preſcribing the Improvement ofone 


particular Talent, here ſtiled The Mammon of Unrighte- 


ouſneſs. a | 


The Word Mammon fignifies Riches, and Wealth un- 


juſtly procur'd, may, in the ſtricteſt Senſe, be called 


the Mammon of Unrig lu eouſneſs. But that our Saviour 
did fix this harſh Appellation in that ſtricteſt Senſe of it, 
upon Riches in General, is not to be imagined, And 
yet there is good Reaſon to conclude, that he does here 
ſpeak of Riches in General; which may be called the 
Mammon of Unrighteonſneſs, as in ſome other Reſpedts, ſo 
particularly as that Expreſſion may be Interpreted Falſe, 
or DeceitfullRiches. And this Interpretation is agreeable 
to the importance of the Gre Word, Adu, which we here 
render Varig hteouſueſs, and does in ſome other Places, ſig- 
nify Falſeneſs or Deceitfulneſs. And this Acceptation ot 
the Words may be confirmed, by comparing them with 
the like Expreſſion at the 11th Verſe, the Unrigheon 
Mammon; which, as it ſtands in oppoſition to True Riches, 
denotes that Farthly Treaſures are not properly and truly 
to be eſteem'd Riches * They do in this reſemble the 


Poſſeſſors of them, that they are Deceitful upon the Weights, - 


they are altogether lighter than Vaaity it ſelf. Spiritual 
Bleſſings are the only Trae Riches ; which are thereiore 
here oppoſed to Temporal! Poſſeſſions, the Unrig hteous 
Mammon, or Falſe and Deceitfal Riches. . 
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Our Blefſed Lord therefore, requires his Diſciples to 
devote their Riches unto good Works, in expectation of 
a Future Reward. The Expreſſions in the Text, are 
adapted to the Circumſtances in the foregoing Parable. 
As the Unjuſt Steward did, by his management, ſecure 
himtelf of Friends and Future Reception; ſo our Saviour 
ſuggeſts this Inducement to Works of Charity, that by 
the faithful Performance of them, we ſhall, in effect, make 
to our ſelves Friends, who, when we fail, when we are 
removed out of our Stewardſhip, out of this World by 
Death, will ſecure our Admiſſion into a Future and 
Eternal State of Happinels. 

Such is the Occaſion, and ſuch the Importance of the 
Words, which may ſupply us with matter of Medita- 
tion, under the three following Enquiries : 


I. How far, and in what Reſpects, we are obliged to 
diſpenſe our Wealth in Acts of Charity? 


II. Upon what Accounts chiefly it is, that thoſe Cha- 
ritable Diſpenſations are to be eſteemed ſo Excellent, 


as they are ſuppoſed to be in the Text? 


III. In what Senſe we are to underſtand that Efficacy, 
which here ſeems to be aſcribed to them? 


I. It ſhould be inquired, How far, and in what re- 
ſpects, we are obliged to diſpenſe our Wealth in Acts 
ot Charity ? And, in relation to the Special and Re- 
ſtrain'd Senſe of this Expreſſion, the Mammon of Un- 
righteouſneſs, 'tis to be obſerv'd, that there are Caſes, 
wicrein Alms-deeds would be not only Unneceſſary, but 
Unlawful ; becauſe they would be attended with the 
Violation of Juſtice. Satisfaction muſt be made to thoſe 
who are Injur'd, before Proviſion for thoſe who are in 

B 2 | Want. 
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Want. Riches procur d by Theft, or Fraud, Extort;. 
on br Oppreſſion, do not properly render a Man capable 
of performing Acts of Charity, but lay him under a Ne. 
ceſſity of making Reſtitution. But if the Perſons Inju- 
red are not known, or if it does, by any other Neceſſary 
Obſtacle and Impediment, become impoſſible to make 
Reſtitution, then ſhould the Riches, which are Wrongful. 
ly engrofſed, be Devoted to good Works: And yet ſuch 
Works are rather to be eſteemed Acts of Juſtice, than 
of Charity. | 
The ſame Meaſures ſhould be taken when Circum- 
ſtances are ſuch, that Reſtitution is not Neceſſary, not- 
withftanding that Opportunities of making it, may ca- 
ſily be found. Such are the Circumſtances of Perſons 
corrupted by Bribery. For ſince every Bribe is at once 
a Voluntary Gift, and the Fruit of Injuſtice, the Sordid 
Giver hath forfeited all Rightful Claim to it, and there- 
fore Equity does not require that it ſhould be reſtored to | 
him ; And yet it cannot Lawfully be retained by the 
Polluted Hands of him who receives it, becauſe he hath 
no Propriety in it, unleſs Propriety can be grounded up- 
on Injuſtice: And theiefore it ſhould be appropriated to 
Works of Charity. And in General, all Unlawful Pot- 
feſſions ſhould be intirely given up by Reſtitution, where 
that is Poſſible and Neceſſary ; and where it is not, they 
ſhould be diſpoſed of in good Works, without excepting, 
and referving any the leaſt Part of them; for it is « 
Curſed thing. 7 RES 
But it ſeldom becomes Neceſſary to give up all our 
Juſt Poſſeſſions, for the relief of the Poor. Indecd we 
find, that amongſt the Fir{t Chriſtians, the Rich did ad. 
mit the Indigent to a Free and Illimited Participation 0! 
their Riches: The Bounty of the one was determined | 
by no meaſure but the Wants of the other. For 5 
Adds 4, 32. Þ they had all things Common, which they poſſeſſed; 
W 


— dan. 4 


©.1.n the Poſſeſſors of Lands or Houſes ſold them, * Diftri- * Ver. 34,35. 
_ oy 1 of „ Man according as he had Need | 
Theſe were Eminent and Glorious Effects of Charity; | 
but we do not find theſe Degrees of it Indiſpenſably and 
Uaiverſally required. 

Our Bleſſed Saviour indeed lays this Injunction upon 

the Ruler ; + Sell all that thou haſt, and diſtribute unto the f Lute 18,22, 
vr, and thou ſhalt have treaſure in heaven. This Perſon 

was without doubt, under a Neceſſary Obligation to 

Obey this Command, which was Particularly given to | 
Him; but it does not ſeem Obligatory upon thoſe, to = 
whom it is not Particularly given; unleſs the Obliga- 

tion of it ſhould ariſe from ſome Uncommon and Extra- 

ordinary Occafion For ſuch, Extraordinary Events may 

offer, in relation to the Chrittian Church, or to ſome 
particular Branches of it, as may introduce a Neceflity, 
not only to Sell all that we have, but likewiſe 2a to lay down * John Jo 
our lives for the Brethren. 5 1 

But in ordinary occurrences, and according to the 
uſual ſtate of Things, the general Rules of Charity are, 
that every Man ſhould give Lzberafly and Cheerfully, con- 
lidering, that when he hath made competent Proviſion 
lor himſelf and Dependents, That which is Saperfluous 
ſhould be the Portion of the Poor. In order therefore 
to diſcharge our Obligations to Charity, *tis needful to 
enquire, what is properly to be eſteemed Saperſluous ? 

And under this enquiry, it may be of fome uſe to re- 
lect upon a Diſtinction frequently made by ere 
Writers; who obſerve, that Superfluity does either relate 
purely to Life and Subſiſtence, or, to the particular Cir- 
dumſtances and Stations of Men in the World. What- 
102vcr is poſſeſſed more than is Neceſſary to the pre- 
lrvation of Life, is called Super fluous' to Life; And 
wharfocyer is poſſeſſed, more than is Neceſſary to ſup- 
ports Men's Reſpective Characters and Stations, is ſtiled 
Superfiuous 
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Superfluous to State, or Condition. Tis obvious ther 


that thoſe things, which are Swperflwous to a Man's Lif, | 
| ) 


are yet Neceſſary to that Decency which belongs ta i; 
| = 265 he 400 therefore, if no Extraordinary Occ” 
ſhould offer themſelves, he is not obliged to diſpenſ 
in Acts of Charity, all that is Super lea, unto Li 3 
For if this were, in all cafes, an indiſpenſable Duty, 
that variety of Orders and Offices, which runs thro h 
Human Society, mult ſink ; which would at once break 
up the very foundations of the Civil Conſtitution, and 
be likewile highly prejudicial to the State of Religion, 
The Meaſures, therefore, of Common Charity would 
eaſily be fixed, if Men did but determine, what is S. 
perfluous to their ſeveral Stations. But, in the determi. 


nation of this point, they are very apt to Diſobey God, 


Deceive themſelves, and Defraud the Poor. For if th 

will reſolve, at any rate, and to the utmoſt of their 
Power, to Indulge, and Inrich, and Aggrandize them- 
ſelves and their Families; *tis then no wonder, that they 
will never acknowledge themſelves poſſeſſed of any 


thing Saperfluous. If Ambition, or Senſuality, or Co- | 


vetouſneſs be admitted into our enquiries, concerning 
What is Neceſſary, and what Superfluous, the Queſtion 
will certainly be determined on the Uncharitable fide. 
But if theſe fountains of Prejudice and of all Iniquity, 


do not derive their Impure Streams upon Men's Hearts; 


If they do Impartially and Sineerely enquire into their 
Duty, it will eaſily and plainly appear, that their Tem- 
poral Bleſſings are generally more than equal to their 
own exigencies, to the proper Decency and Dignity of 
their Stations, to that ſuitable Proviſion, which they 
are obliged to make for their Families, and to that Pro- 
viſion hkewiſe, which may be made, with regard to 
future Neceſſities. ö e 
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round or foundation to ſupport them. They 
- 1— or Alledge, that %e Fire of God may 


oſibly fall from Heaven, and conſume One part of 


tleir Subſtance, whilſt the Chaldeans may ſeize upon 
Another: They may urge the Reaſonableneſs of arm- 
ing themſelves againſt All future Dangers, againſt All 
Unexpected Accidents; And if this way of arguing be 
alowable, then muſt they ſuffer the Poor to periſh, be- 
cauſe they themſelves may Poſſibly fall into that 
number. But they ſhould be extremely cautious of 
riſing with themſelves in matters of this moment, and 
of running Perverſely into ſuch Fatal and Deſtructive 
Abſurdities. Neceſſaries and Superfluities are not to be 
etimated by Poſſibility, but by Probavility, and the com- 
mon Courſe of things, When any one hath made ſuch 


Proviſion, as will probably, and under the uſual courſe. 


of God's good Providence, anſwer the Neceſſities and 
| [uſt Conveniences of Himſelf and Dependents ; the other 


ſhares of his Treaſures are to be reached out unto thole - 


who want them. Not that works of Charity are to 
be negleQed, whilſt ſuch Proviſion is Gathering; for tis 
not to be conceived, that, a ſincere Chriſtian can, in a 
direct contradiction to Chriſt's command, be, in any 
period of Lite, ſo engaged in laying up treaſures upon earth, 
that he wholly neglects to lay up treaſures in heaven. 
St. Paul gives this commandment to the Corinthians ; 


Men may indeed raiſe excules for themſelves, with- 
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Concerning the collection for the Saints, as 1 have gruen 1 Cor. 16, 
oraer to the Churches of Galatia, even ſo do ye. Upon ther, 2. 


fit day of the week, let every one of you lay by him in 
(ore, as God hath proſpered him. Charitable Contribu- 


tons were not only incumbent upon thoſe, who were 


potleſſed of a Full, Fixed Eftate , but upon all others 
likewiſe, whoſe ſupport depended upon Succeſs in their 
Employments, Every one muſt, from time to time, 

D | | | re lay 
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lay by him in ſtore, as God hath proſpered him ; muſt Du. 
ſtantly devote unto good Works, as large a Proportion 


of his Encreaſe, as will conſiſt with the ſupply of hi; | 


preſent Exigencies, and with the Probable expectation 
of making ſuitable Proviſion for the future ſupport of 
 himfelt and his Family. Men's Neceſſities, and hy con- 
ſequence, their Abilities to perform works of Charity, 
are not capable of being fixed, in General, by Mathe. 
matical and exact proportions, and therefore do admit 
only of moral Determination, according to Probability, 
and the Ordinary methods of Providence. 1 
Let every one therefore compare his own Circum- 
ſtances with the ſtate of other Men, in his own rank; 
Let him attentively reflect, and duly depend, upon 
_ God's providential Diſpenſations; Let him throw of 
all reſerves for Senſual Enjoyments; Let him abandon 
Covetouſneſs and Ambition, and then proceed to de. 
termin, with the utmoſt Seriouſneſs and Sincerity, con- 
ſidering that God plainly ſees both his bility and 
his Will; let him thus Conſcientiouſly and Faithlully 
determin, what proportion of his Riches is, in Reality, 
Seperfluous to his Station For whatſoever ſhall, upon 
Impartial Enquiry, appear tp be ſo, is a Debt duc to 
his Afflicted Brethren. VVʒ os 6 0s 
God Almighty hath ranged Men in different Orders, 
that they may exerciſe the Vertues which their different 
States require. The Poor are to exerciſe their Patience 
and Reſignation, their Hope and Affiance in God; and 
the Rich are to demonſtrate their Charity to their Dil- 
| treiſed Neighbour, by relieving him, and their Fidelity 
to God, by an Improvement of thoſe Talents which 
were committed to Their charge for this very purpose, 
that they ſhould be employed in Charitable Works, pru- 
dently proportion'd to their Wants and Deſerts, who are 


the Objects of Charity. For 'tis a Pernicious Error, 0 
es | imagine, 


* 
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imagine; that we are the Proper and Arbitrary Lords 
of our own Poſſeſſions, and that we may juſtly and fafe- 

y diſpoſe of them, according to our own Pleaſure. This 

plauſible miſtake, ſo confidently urged, and the Practi- 

ces ſo generally built upon it, may paſs with Impunity 
and Approbation amongſt Men; but the Holy Scriptures 

declare, and in the Day of Judgment we ſhall be ef- 

{Qually convinced, That God is the ſole Lord, who 

hath intruſted us with Treaſures, to be diſpoſed of, 

not as our own humours dire&, bur according to his 

expreſs direction and commandment, in ſupporting and 
comforting the Needy and A fflicted. 8 

Thoſe who are tenacious of their Superfluities, do 
prevent the courſe of Gods Bleſſings through. their 

proper Channels, fruſtrate the defigns of Providence, 

and are at once Regardleſs of the Good of their Bre- 

thren, the Authority of God, and the Salvation of their 

own Souls. For 'tis Indiſpenſably incumbent upon all 

* them that are rich iu this world, that they do good, that * 1 Tim. 6. 
they be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to 17, 18, 19. 
communicate; Laying up in ſtore for themſelues a good foun- 

dation, againſt the time to come, that they may lay hold on 

Eternal Life, And this brings me to the Second En- 

quiry propoſed. 15 5 


II. Upon what accounts chiefly it is, that Charitable 
Works are to be eſteemed ſo Excellent, as they are 
ſuppoſed to be in the Text? | 


_ Tis to be taken for granted, that this enquiry does 
only extend it ſelf to tuch Outward Works, as are 
built upon a true Inward Principle of Charity, And 
undoubtedly ſuch Works cannot but appear attended 
ita great Excellency, if it ſhould only be o— 
| * lat 
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That whoſoever performs them, does bear a part with 
thoſe glorious Creatures, the Holy Angels, in the 
Execution of their high Office. For they are employed 
in Miniſtration to the Neceſſities and Infirmitics of 
Men: And Then do we molt conſpire with thoſe ex. 
_ cellent Beings, and make the neareſt approaches to 
their Perfection, when we approve our ſelves, as Faith- 
ful Guardians to thoſe, who are placed below us, in 2 
dependence upon our Protection and Succour. And 
yet it is the Excellency and Glory, even of thoſe Bleſſed 
Spirits, as well as of Charitable Men, That in theſe 
Beneficial Employments, they come up to the plaineſt 
reſemblance of God Almighty himſelf, which they are 
capable of, and that in reſpect of an Attribute, which, 
of all others, ſeems moſt apt to command our Eſteem 
and Love, His Infinite Goodneſs. 

Reflections upon his Inmenſity, Infinite Power, and 
Juſtice, may raiſe Wonder in us; But a Senſe of Com- 
placency, and Joy, and Exultation, does not run in with 
that Wonder, till our Thoughts are turned upon his 
Goodneſs; which ſupports every Being in it's proper 
State, and ſupplies all thoſe, which are capable of be- 
ing Happy, with Happineſs proportion'd to the utmoſt 
of their Capacity. The perfection of the Divine Nature 
cannot be conceived, without this Glorious Attribute; 
And in thoſe * Men is the Image of this Divine Ex- 
cellency truly Conſpicuous, who are Beneficial to the 
utmoſt of their Power; whole Goodnels is Oy”) 4 
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Support and Comfort, to as many Miſerable objects, 


as they are capable of Comforting and Supporting. 


So Beautiful and Excellent are ſuch fruits of Good - 
nels, that whoſoever reflects upon them, will plainly 
erceive their Excellency, from the Sentiments, which 
ſuch a reflection does naturally raiſe upon his Mind. 
And every one will readily give in to this Obſervation, 
who does but confider 'our Saviour's account of the 
an * who fell among thieves, which ſtripped him of his , - 


S 
yament, and mounded him, and departed, leaving him half &«. 


"dia For the Different Characters of the Perſons, 
who came that way, do ſupply us with ſuch different 


Alections, that the motions of our own Thoughts do 
fully teſtity the Baſeneſs and Deformity of VUnchari- 
alle,, and the great Worth and Excellency of Cha- 
1/:thle Works. We cannot reflect on thoſe two, who 
p.\ſed by on the other ſide, but we preſently find our 
ſelves Diſcompoſed and Uneaſy, and moved with ſome 
kind of Indignation againſt them. But as ſoon as we 


| have paſſed through theſe Diſagreeable and Grateing 
Characters, to the account of the Kind Samaritane, 


who ſo readily and chearfully relieved the Diſtreſſed ; 
This different view determines us to an high Eſteem of 
tle Compaſſionate Perſon, and reduceth our Ruffled 
Minds to a ſtate of Serenity and Pleaſure; as if ſuch 
Actions were ſo Generous and Excellent, that they 
mutt of Neceſſity be Approved. | 

Theſe obſervations might ſuffice for an- Anſwer 
to the Queſtion before us; But becauſe the Goodneſs 
o! Mortal Actions does much depend upon the Prin- 


| ples, from which they flow ; Ic may poſſibly be ſome 


additional Satisfaction, under the preſent Enquiry, 
vr.efly to reflect upon the Excellency of ſome Quali- 
es and Diſpoſitions, which are the governing Prin- 


CG: ciples 
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ciples in Charitable Minds, and to obſerve the Ne. 
ceſſary and Peculiar relation and connection betwixt 


| thoſe Qualities and Charitable Works. 


I. The firſt of thoſe Qualities is a ſtedfaſt ' Fai, 
The Wiſe Man thus expreſſeth his Exhortation to 
Fal. 11.1. Charity; * Caſt thy bread upon the Waters ; for tho 
halt find it after many days. Whoſoever makes an 
Eſtimate of Things, by Outward appearance alone, 
and the Wiſdom of this world, does as much charge II! 
Management and Imprudence, upon thoſe who give 
their. bread to the hungry, as if they ſhould + wſt it 
apou the waters; from whence they cannot expett its 
Return. For, according to the pure Natural ſtate of 
Things, there is little reaſon to expect, that Works 
of Charity will turn to account. It hath indeed ſome- 
times happen'd, that a Benefit hath been returned by 
the very hands which Received it, with large Encreaſe, 
into the Benefactors Boſom. But inſtances of this 
kind are not Numerous enough to fſatisfie the Cau- 
tious Children of this world; who are in their generation 
_ wiſer, than to depend upon Improbabilities, when they 
have more Certain Advantages in view. They will 
Inviolably obſerve their Safe rules of action: Sinner, 
lend to ſinners, to receive as much again, Tis the pecu- 
lar Character of the Faithful Diſciples of Chrift, that 
they do good, and lend, hoping for wothing again, It 1s 
a ſtedfaſt Faith alone, that can induce them to cf 
their bread upon the waters, even Then aſſuredly con- 
cluding, that they ſhall fad it after many days. And, 
as great degrees of Excellency may be juſtly W 
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to ſuch Actions, inaſmuch as they are grounded upon 
ſuch a Glorious Principle, as a Firm and Steddy Faith; 
ſo muſt that Excellency till appear greater, when tis 
conſider'd, That the Perfection of Faith it ſelf does fo 
far depend upon Works of Charity, equal to Men's Cir- 
cumſtances, That without Them tis Imperfect: Other- 
wiſe, it would be difficult to account for St. Paul's De- 
{cription of the only Saving Faith; * Faith which worketh 
% love : Otherwiſe, it would be difficult to vindicate 
the ame Apoſtle's Contempt even of True Faith, when 
ſeparated from Charity: + Though I have all faith, ſot 1 Cor. 13. 
that 1 could remove mountains, and have no Charity, I am 2. 
wthing. And as in this reſpect, the Perfection of Faith 
depends upon the Fruits of Charity; ſo is it to be ſup- 
poſed and implied, that they are 1n the ſame Senſe, a 
Crown of Perfection to the other Good Qualities, which 

reſide in Charitable Men: Such is that prevalent Af. 
tection, which is in the next Place to be taken Notice 
of, namely, 64 „% 


II. A lively Hope. If there were no difference be- 
twixt Wiſhes and Hope, Uncharitable Men alſo might 
| hy Claim to this Affection: For Balaam himſelf, fo in- 
ſlaved by a Narrow and Worldly Mind, that he /oved 
| the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs, could yet wiſh to die the 
| Death of the Righteous. But Hope is not to be mea- 
ſured by faint and Fruitleſs Wiſhes, nor yet by meer 
Expectation. St. John's Deciſion of this matter, is full 
and plain: * Every Man that hath this hope in him pu. * 1 Joh. 3. 2. 
riſeth himſelf. And utterly inconſiſtent is this Character 
| Vith the account which St. Paul gives of thoſe, whoſe end 
1s deſtruction, who mind earthly things t; Who are ſo far 4 phy, 3. 19. 
=: from 
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from that Parity and Heavenly Diſpoſition, which Hope | 
produceth, that their Hearts are Corrupted, and 
filled with the Love of this World. That alone is Ge. 
nuine Hope, which takes off Men's Minds from This: 
on the Earth, and fixeth them on Things above; which 
gives us ſuch an Eager and moving expectation of 
Eternal Bliſs, prepared for Good Men, that we can 
ealily Sacrifice our Temporal Enjoyments to ſo Glori. 
ous a Proſpect ; which renders us ever moſt Raf 
and Chearful, and Joyful in ſuch a Diſpoſal of ou 
Earthly Treaſares, as is moſt Subſervient to our Ft 
Glory, This is the Exalted State of Charitable Souls; 


who are fo Sollicitous and fo Delighted in exchan. 


* Joh. 3. 19. 


+ Pal. 16. 2. 


1 


ging the Good Things of this Life, for thoſe of the 
next. So Rich is the Soil, where Works of Charity 
are produced: And becauſe they cannot fall from ther 
Excellency, or ceaſe to communicate Good, in all Re. 


lations, they do Confirm and Improve even Hope it 


ſelf; for when they are duely performed, * Hereby ve 
know that we are of the truth, and ſhall aſſure our hearts 


before him They are the Grounds of Perfect Hope, 
and Dependence on God's Favour. 


III. The Third Embelliſhment and Recommendat. 
on of a Charitable Mind, is a Grateful Senſe of Gods 
Goodneſs, and Maunificence towards us. Indeed a 
God's Perfections are Infinite, and therefore incapadl 
of Addition or Augmentation We mult all make 


this Humble Acknowledgment in the Words of Holy 


David + My Goodneſs extendeth not to thee ; but we | 
ſhould teſtifie our Senſe of God's Favours, to the u- 
molt of our Capacity, and therefore determine to e.. 
tend our Goodneſs to the Saints that are in the Earl. 
Gratitude, that moſt Excellent and Amiable Quail 
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bees always introduce Ardent Deſires, and carneſt En- 
1avours, to make the belt Returns of good Affecti- 
ons and good Offices. And though we cannot be pro- 
ſtable unto God; yer may Thoſe, who are Created in 
his Image, be profited by us: And the Perfection of 
dur Gratitude unto Him, does riſe in proportion to 
dur Charitable Beneficence unto Them. And this 
luggeſts⸗ 


4thly, Another prevailing Principle in the Minds of 
Merciful Men, their Love of God the Son, our Blef- 
fd Saviour, FESUS CHRIST; Who, ſince we 
cannot be Beneficial unto himſelf, hath left it in charge 
with us, to prove our Love of Him, by the Miniſtra- 
tion of Relief to the Poor, whom he hath deputed 
in this reſpect, the Repreſentatives of his Perſon, aſ- 


to them, ſhall be accepted and rewarded as done to 
himſelf. + „ | 

When Jonathan was Dead, David's Affectionate E- 
ſteem of him was by no means abated or diminiſhed, 


left of the Houſe of Saul, that I may ſhew him kinaneſs 
for Jonathan's Sake. And when Mephibofheth, the Son 
of Jonathan, was found, David thus expreſſeth himſelf; 


than thy Father's Sake, and will reſtore thee all the Land of 
Saul thy Father, and thou ſhalt eat Bread at my Table con- 
inually, This Paſſage cannot but move us with a Senſe 
af Honour for that Excellent Spirit, which was thus de- 

3 | —_ monſtrated 
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ſuring * us, that all the Favours which we vouchſafe *Mat. 25. 40 


but moved him to this Enquiry ; * Is there yet any that +, Sam. 9. 1, 


Fear not, for I will ſurely ſbem the? Rindueſe, for Jona- + ver. 7. 
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monſtrated, in David's Kind and Zealous Concern fo 
the Remains of his Deceaſed Friend. But to by; 

this Intimation till nearer to the Caſe before us: whe, 
our Lord committed the Care of his Mother, the Ble. 
ſed Virgin, to St. John ; the Diſciple teſtified his love 0f 
Chriſt, by his Readineſs and Cheartulneſs in taking that 
Truſt upon him And who can conceive that Fervy 
of Affection towards our Saviour, which glowed in 
this Diſciple's Breaſt, under the Faithful Execution of 
his Charge. And ſuch Generous Sentiments do inflame 
the Hearts of thoſe, who, for the ſake of Chrift, now 


Glorified in Heaven, do ſupport and cheriih his Di. 
treſſed Members upon Earth  _ 0: 
And the Excellency of ſuch Diſpenſations will {il 
further appear, as in the relation which they bear to 
Chriſt, the Head of his Myſtical Body, the Church, 0 
likewiſe, | 3 | 3 17 
5 5 by bg ta $5 558 I « 
thy and /aftly, in that Immediate Relation which g 
they bear to the Love of our Afflicted Brethren themſelves, 
conſider'd as Heirs of Eternal Happineſs in Heaven; c 
where there is an Univerſal Tranſporting Harmony of WW 7 
Affections and Deſires, of mutual Endearments and 1 
Complacency. We ſhall there Eternally exerciſe an in- n 
tire Love of God, and of the Holy Angels, and of all the t 
Spirits of Juſt Men, made perfect, Coheirs with us ot a 
thoſe Blißs ful Manſions. And we are here upon Earth, as 
to be train'd up into a Capacity of bearing a Part in that h. 
Everlaſting State of Peace, and Love, and Benevolence b 
A Selfiſh Spirit is incapable of that State: He alone 1s 80 
qualified for it, whote Mind is here Cultivated witi I 
the Love of his Brethren, and that in ſuch Advancd 
Degrees, that he does, with Pleaſure, uſe the moſt ef fu 
fetual Means, within his Power, of reſcuing them io > 
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the Preſſure ot every Calamity , And whillt he contri- 


dutes to their Temporal Happineſs, he promotes his own 
Spritual Perfection; for every Act of Love does mlarge 
the Affection it ſeif, and carry it on to a ſtill nearer Re- 
ſenblance and Similitude of that Heavenly and Corſum- 
„te Love, whereby Good Men will be for ever United 
| to God, and to one another, — mon 
If any regard then is to be had to the Imitation and 
Reſemblance of the Holy Angels, and of God himſelf, or 
to the Univerſal Approbation of Mankind ; or, if there 
be any Worth in Faith, or Hope, or Gratitude to Go 


or the Sincere Love of Chriſt, and of our Neighboay < 


And if each of theſe Vertues does derive its own Native 
Excellency upon Works of Charity ; and, if the Per- 
fection of each of theſe Vertues, does ſo far depend 
upon ſuch Works, (proportion'd to Men's Abilities) 
that without them 'tis Imperfect; we may hence rea- 
ſonably conclude, that ſuch Works are very Excellent, 


and highly conducive to our Salvation: And this ſug. 


geſts the third Enquiry propoſed : 


III. In what Senſe we are to underſtand that Effi- > 


| cacy, which ſeems to be aſcribed, by our Saviour in the 
| Text, unto Works of Charity ? That when ye fail, they 
ma) receive. jou into everlaſting habitations, This Encourage- 
ment may look, as if Works of Charity were a full Ti- 
tle to Eternal Bliſs; as if he, who goes out of the World, 
adorn'd with the Glory of Them, may Claim Heaven 


as his Due, and muſt be admitted, without any regard 


had to his other Qualifications. But *tis by no means to 


be concluded, that ſuch Works are the Sole Means of 


Salvation, or, that they will be effectual to the For- 
PLA and Acceptance of thoſe, who perſiſt in the 
nown Omiſſions of other Duties required, or in the Wil- 


ful commiſion of any Sin. The whole Coui ſe of the Scrip- 
tures plainly evinceth the Neceſſity of Univerſal Sincere 


eu- The Indulgence therefore of any Vice, does 
obltruct the Efficacy of Charitable Works; and that 
= D ! wy 


Obſtruction. 
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Obſtruction muſt be removed, before they can be cf. 
fectual to Salvation: And yet this is no derogation from 
their Excellency. Even the Merits of Ch are not eſ. 
ficacious of Salvation to thoſe, who continue in the Do. 
minton of any Sin; and much leſs can it be effected by 
any Performances of our own. Nor ſhould we entertain 
the leſs Honourable Thoughts of Charitable Works on 
this Account, That Univerſal Obedicnce is Indiſpenſably 
required ; as if That alone were ſufficient, and therefore 
They ſhould not be urg'd, as fo highly conducive to Sal. 
vation. For 'tis to be remembred, that though we ſhould 
break the Habits ofall our Sins, yet if we {hould fail of 
performing Works of Charity, anſwerable to our Ca- 
pacity, we ſhould {till fall ſhort of Forgiveneſs and Eter- 
nal Life. Even when our Sins are abandon'd, * 'tis 
Charity that muſt advance us into the Number of the 


Righteous and Bleſſed, - 


$ Row. 5. 22. 


Jeſas Chrijt our Lord. It mul 


But ftill 'tis to be conſider d, that ſuch Works are not 
the Proper and Meritorious Cauſes of our Salyation 3 tho 
they may feem to be ſo, from ſome Expreſſions, both in 
the Holy Scriptures, and in the Writings of the Primitive 
Fathers. But ſince the Holy Scriptures ought to be their 
own Interpreters, and that Senſe of a few Expreſſions, 
which is repugnant to the whole Tenour of the Goſpel, 
cannot be the True Senſe of ſuch Expreſſions: And ſince 
rhis Truth runs through the whole Goſpel, That Chr 
is the 1 Meritorious Cauſe of Salvation, or, as St. ) au 
expreſſeth it, that Eternal , e Gift of God, t- 

needs be concluded, that 
every Expreſſion, wherein Works of Charity ſeem to be 
repteſented as rhe Cauſes of Remiſhon, does only denote, 
that throngh the Merits of Chriff, they recommend us to 
God's Pavour, So likewife ought ſuch Expreſſions, ic 
the Primitive Fathers, to be interpreted agreeably or 
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repreſents Ams, as * Looſing, or Frecing Men from for- 
mer Sin, 'tis highly Reaſonable to conclude, that he 
means only ſuch a Redemption from Sin, as is Subordi- 
gate to, and Depends upon, the Redemption effected by 
the Merits of Chrift ; becauſe he does elſewhere +, un- 
on der great Plainneſs and Fulneſy of Expreſſion, declare 
bl the Sbedience and Sufferings of Chriſt, to be the Cauſe of 
05 our Redemption from Sin and Death. And it would be 
l. WT vey unreaſonable to imagine, that any of the other 
Catholick Writers, in the Firſt and Pureſt Ages of Chri- 
| of ſtianity, ſhould mention the Merit of Charitable Works 
* in ſuch an Acceptation, as would contradict the Funda- 


- mental Poctrines of the Goſpel, and of their own Wri- 
tis tings. This is a very Juſt and Uſeful Obſervation, 
the which Vous * produceth out of Caſſander « © To Merit 
| © does, in Eccleſiaſtical Authors, commonly ſignify to 


« Atiain, or be diſpoſed and qualified Tor Attaining. And 
this may appear, amongſt other Inſtances, from a Paſ- 
© ſage in St. Cyprian: For, when St. Paul ſays, 1 Tim. 1. 


© dt. Cypriay thus Tranſlates that Expreſſion, I Merited 


* altical Offices and Prayers, where this Word is uſed in 
* the ſame Senſe, And this Obſervation may ſoften 


4 > ng en 

his Remark, concerning St. Cyrian's Words, may 
be {till carried a little further: For in the Place refer'd 
ated the Apoſtle's Words differently from the other Ver- 
lions, and from the Apoſtles meaning, which poſſibly 
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Min Puuciples advanced by them, Thus, if St. Irenexs 


* 1 obtained mercy, according to rhe Vulgar Tranſlation ;_ 


” mercy. And there are many other Places in Eccleſi - 


* ſome, otherwiſe, Harſh Expreſſions, and render them | 


to, it does not only appear, that he hath actually Tranſ- 


might have been thought a Miſtake; but tis likewiſe | 
evident, that He himſelf, by Meriting. mercy, did not fo 


n 
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much as Intend any thing more than the Atrainmens 
mercy; fr Wing obſerved, ꝙ that thoſe who (0 
. Out of Simplicity, or pure Ignorance, may be Forgiven, he 
immediately urgeth St. Pauls Words, as a Proof of that 
Obſervation. And therefore tis plain, that in his own 
Intention, to be actually forgiven, and to merit forgive. 
neſs, are here uſed as Terms of the ſame Signiffcation. 
After theſe Obſervations, and eſpecially concerning 8. 
Cyprian, who is fo very full in expreſſing the Puritying 
Power, and (in his Senſe of Merit) the Merit of Alm 
deeds; it ſeems Rational to conclude, that the Strict 
acceptation of the Word Merit, when applied ro Chari- 
table Works, did not prevail in the Early Apes of the 
Church. But, though Works of Charity are not Merite- 
rious, yet may we depend aſſuredly upon their Accep- 
tance and Reward. For our hopes of their Acceptance 
is raiſed upon an immoveable Foundation, God's * Faith. 
falneſs and Truth Though they are not properly the 
Cauſes of dalvation; yet they are a Principal Condition, to 
which God's Promiſe hath annexed Eternal Life. And 
after all the Umbrage which St. Cyprian himſelf, in lis 
many Warm expreſſions: concerning Works of Mercy, 
ſeemingly gives to the Merit of them; *tis manifeſt, that 
hedid not imagine them to be Meritorious of a Reward, 
as ofa Debt, in reſpe& of God's Juſtice: For he fixcti 
the hopes of Charitable Men in the Promiſe | of God, 
as the Encouragement to their Duty. After theſe Ne. 
ceſſary Cautions, the preſent Enquiry may _ - 
Ds __ aniwer 
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- + Jenoſci enim poteſt timpliciter erranti, ficut de ſeipſo dicit Apokolt 
baulus: Qui primo, inquit, fui blaſphemus, & perſecutor, & injuriotus ; 
ſed miſericordiam merui quia ignorans feei. S. Cypr; Bpiſt. ad JORGE 
Pidelis dominus, qui ſe nobis debitorem fecit, non aliquid a nods 
accipiendo, ſed tanta nobis promittendo. | Promiſit enim hon! 
nihus diviritatem, mortalibus immortalitatem, peccztoribus Juſtifcatte bes 
abjectis Glorificationem. Quicquid promiſit, Indignis promilit, ut e 
quan operibus merces promittèretur. — &, Aug. in Pſal. 109. i 
11 — In miſeratioribus pauperum Deum cogitat. Operator 15 
ide o quia credit, quia (cit vera eſſe que Preditta Sung ED Re les 
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Fad conciie Impenitent Sinners unto God, and though they 
n, he are not, in any Caſe, the Meritorious Cauſes of Salvation, 
that et are they Neceſſary, . and ſeem. to be, in concurrence 
own with Repentance, through rhe Merits or Chriſt, highly 
Live- Conducive towards preventing the Imputation and Pu- 
on. niſhment of ſuch Known Sins as are Repented of; highly 
ng St. Conducive to the rendring God Gracious and Indulgent 
fying in excuſing Sins of Weakneſs and Inadverteney; to the 
Ilms⸗- reducing us to a State of perfect Favour with God, and to 
Strict advancement unto Eminent Degrees of Future Glory. 
hari- And indeed, under the Limitations already aſſigned, we 
t the cannot eaſily riſe too high in our Notions, concerning 
ſerito- the Efficacy of Works of Mercy; which will be Regarded 
.Ccep- and Approved, in ſo Peculiar a Manner, by our Bleſſed 
tance Lord, when he comes to Judge the World; that, in his 
Faith account of the General Judgment +, he mentions Them + Mar. 25. 
ly the Alone, as the Matter of that Laſt, Deciſive Enquiry ; as 35 © 
on, to if the Proceſs of that Great Day ſhall chiefly turn upon 
And this one Particular. EE vo 32 vo ol en 

in lis Since then Charitable Works are ſo Neceſſary, ſo 
fercy, | Excellent, and fo Effectual to Salvation; Undoubtedly 
that they cannot be neglected by any Sincere Chriſtian; E- 
ward, ſpecially, upon ſuch Remarkable and Engaging occaſions. 
fixetl of Charity, as are now to be laid before you in the fol- 
God, Dwing Nerf... I RT 

e Ne | Here were read the ſeveral Reports of the pre ſent ſlate 
ily be of Chriſt's, St. Bartholomew's, St. Thomas's, 
wer'd, Bridewell and Bethlem Hoſpitals As alſo à true 
poſtol Account of the Work-Houle in Biſhopſgate-Street. 
priofis; Theſe are Repreſentations of Things, in their own: 
me nature ſo apt to Move, that, in paſſing through: the ſe- 
n hon veral parts of them, I could. not eaſily avoid feflecting, 
arcs That the Kindly fire of Divine Love did now begin to. 
* ſpread in your Breaſts; That you now begun to feel, 
uy era what the Scripture, mearis, by Bowels of mercies; That 
ond RUN Charitable Purpoſes'did every moment riſe Higher, 
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anſwer d. For, though Charitable Works cannot re- 


| and that, in the Concluſion, they would be attended 
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with no Difficulty, unleſs it were in determining, which 


of theſe Glorious Deſigns ſhould have the Preference. 


Chriſt's Heſ- 
pital, 


For each of them docs, with abundant reafon, lay 
claim to your Kind wiſhes and Liberality. _ 

If the Education of the Children, recommended to 
you, be duely conſider'd, it muff meet with Encourage. 


ment, whereſoever any Footſteps of Charity are to be 


found. For if this be a Cogent reaſon of ſuccouring 


every Neceſſitous Perſon, That he bears the Image of 
God; How juſtly may They depend upon our beſt Af. 


tectians and Aſſiſtance, who have not yet Defaced that 
Image, by the habits of Sin? Or, if we ſhould make 
an Eſtimate of this branch of Charity, by its Conſe- 
quences ; it will appear to be of the utmoſt Importance: 
For your Favour, to theſe objects of it, adds Glory and 
Strength to your Countrey, contributes to the Honour 


of God and our holy Religion, ſecures the diſtreſſed In- 
nocents themſelves from fatal Ignorance and Pollutions, 
and ſupplies them with the means of Salvation ; which 


St. Bartholo- 
me w's, and 
St. Thomas ?*s 
Hoſpitals. 5 


not reject them. If Wounds and Diſeaſes do H io very 
Heavy, even upon all the Comforts, which the Largeſt 


may be hazarded and finally Loſt, under the Want of 
thoſe advantages, which you are capable of giving. 

If we transfer our Thoughts from thoſe, who are 
Entring upon the Scene of Life, to others, whoſe Ex- 
quiſite torments have made Life to become a Burthen to 
them; we ſhall find new Demands upon our Charity, 
and thoſe ſo Reaſonable and Juſt, that Chaxity can- 


Fortune can ſupply ; How ſhould we commiſerate the 
Pains and Sickneſs of thoſe, whoſe Groans and Sighs are 
their only Relief. Let our Imaginations then be filled 


with the hideous Cries, which cannot reach our Ears; 


Work of Mercy will be our Principal ſupport. Thus ö 


Let us mourn with them that mourn, and freely reach out 


Conſolation unto them; under the Thoughts of thok 
Thecking hours, which are haſtening towards us, the 


hours of Sickneſs and approach of Death, When ou 
Whole ſtock of Comforts will be Wanted, and when this 


thus 


— —— — 
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"A SPITTAL- SERMON. 23 
Ts very Bleffing annexed to this Duty * Bleſſed is , 
be, that conſidereth the Poor, or the Sich; the Lord will de- 
liver him in time of trouble. The Lord will ſtrengthen him, 
upon the bed of languiſhing 3 thou wilt make all his bed in his 

ness. | e 
F There {till anather proſpect of Miſery, which can- Beagle. 
not but command our moſt tender Regard. For who 
s Hardy enough to withhold his Compafſion and Af- 
:3:nce from thoſe, who are deprived of Reaſon; upon 
which depends even our Capacity of being Religious, 
or Happy? They who can behold theſe Ruins of Hu- 
maneNature, without wiſhing and attempting its Repara- 
tion, muſt themſelves be fallen from Humanity. And 
they are indeed no better affected to the common good 
of Humane Society, than to thoſe miſerable Perſons, 
who are CY removed from it, that, if Poſſible, 
| they may be ſafely Reſtored to it again. e 
Laſtly, If we caſt our Eyes upon the Places appro- x,;my 
rriated to the Confinement and Employment of Va- and the Work 
grants and Vicious Perſons; Thoſe likewiſe will be found Hoaſe. 
proper Repoſitories of he Mammon of Unrighteonſneſs. Im- 
pritonment is as neceſſary an effect of Charity, in this 
caſe, as Redemption from it is in others. The Jews did 
wiſely ſeclude their Lepers from the moſt publick Places 
of Concourſe, to prevent the miſchief of {ſpreading In- 
ſection. And by how much Men's Souls are more Val- 
lueable, than their Bodies; ſo much more Sollicitous 
hould we de to prevent the propagation of Vice than of 
Leproſie; which cannot poſſibly be effected, if thoſe 
Profligate Perſons, who are confined for their Enormi- 
ties, were ſuffer*d to breath in the open Air. And yet, 
whilſt you thus abandon Them from common Conver- 
ation, you do not only provide for the Preſervation of 
Others, but likewiſe tor their own Deliverance. You 
prevent their running into the occaſions. of Sin, and re- 
duce them from Idleneſs, that Fruitful parent of Vice, 
to an Innocent and uſeful courſe of Life, to Conſide- 
ation, and the means of Repentance. Since then there is 

more 
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A SpITTAL-SERMON. 


more joy in heaven over one ſinner that repenteth, thin 
over ninety and nine Juſt perſons, who need no repentance; 
' How acceptable unto God mult that Charity be, where. 
by the moſt Deſperate offenders are reſcued from the 
very Jaws of Eternal Death? _ | 
Theſe are Unexceptionable Objects of Charity; Aud 
the Hands, through Which the Effects of Charity ar 
tranſmitted to them, are likewiſe Unexceptionable. Her: 
is no room for that Little, Trivial ſubterfuge of Un. 
charitable Men, which they are ſo frequently infinuating, 
as a Cover for their Narrow and Baſe Spirits, Tha 
Charitable Gifts are often miſapplied. Here is a Sure 
foundation for their good works to reſt upon ; Let them 
bring in their fruits of Charity into Theſe Treaſuries, 
which are ſo managed, that they are not ſtain d, even with 
the Suſpicion of Embezlement, or Miſapplication, 
Let it be frequently and ſeriouſly revolyed in ou: 
minds, That When our Lord ſhall appear the Second 
time, coming in the clouds of heaven, and Summon every | 
one of his Servants, to bring in the accounts of his Stew. 
ardſhip; we ſhall not only be charged with the utmoſt of 
our Abilities to do Good Works, but with all Opportunities 
of doing them. And Bleſſed will thoſe Servants be, who 
have faithfully and cheerfully embraced all proper occa . 
ſions of making to themſelves friends of the Mammon f 
Unrighteouſneſs, of converting even their Earthly and Cor- 
ruptible Treaſures, into an inheritance Incorruptible and n. 
deſiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved for them in Heaven, 
through the Merits and Mediation of Feſ#s Chriſt our 
Lord; To whom, with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, Three 
Perſons and One God, be all Honour and Glory, henceforih 
aud for Evermore. Amen. EOS: 
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